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The strategy of international promotion of Mandarin is a significant part of our 
country’s language project and it is a part of national development strategy as well. 
With the implementation of this strategy, the research of Western Sinology has 
increasingly become the focus of scholars’ attention. To enrich the research, academic 
circles explored Sinology from the perspective of culture, society, religion, history etc. 
however, research on characteristics of Chinese music in Western Sinology is still 
inadequate and we really need to fill this gap. 
This paper selects a certain period of time, the 16-18th century, which has special 
significance in the transmission of Chinese music to the West and focus on the 
Chinese music，which was written by the missionaries. Examing the progress by 
which Europe recognized Chinese music and its transmission of Chinese music to the 
West incorporate others views of characteristics of the music, and these respects need 
to be deeply researched, and explored to suggest ways to spread Chinese music 
nowadays, find the practicability of using Chinese music in teaching Chinese to 
speakers of other languages.   
Through various exploratory researches, I found missionaries with strong 
individualistic methods to introduce Chinese music to Europeans. Most of the 
missionaries recorded Chinese music stuck in the framework of European music form, 
and comments were mainly critical. This situation was related to history, culture and 
mindset situations between western and Chinese civilizations, so it was an unsuitable 
process for understanding Chinese music. This research should help us understand the 
difference between Chinese and European music better, and it can also push forward 
both music and the international Chinese promotion more effectively, so that more 
people can understand China and Chinese culture. 
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对于 18 世纪在欧洲盛行一时的“中国热”现象，陶亚兵曾详细地论述过 18
世纪中国音乐在欧洲传播的内容、传播的情况等，“到了十八世纪，随着欧洲‘中
国文化热’的出现，中国音乐越来越多地传入欧洲，其在欧洲的影响也日益扩大。
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